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Kind words 
can be short 
and easy to 

speak, but 
their echoes 
are truly 

endless. 
Mother Teresa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
      

 
 

 

 

 

    

    

                     
            Orlando; Baton Rouge; Minneapolis; Dallas. 
 
 
Its’ been a horrendous month.  Such unthinkable acts of violence in Orlando and 
Dallas.  Far too frequent occurrence of a white officer killing an unarmed black 
man.   
Dear Lord, how have we become a people of hate, suspicion and reaction?  How 
did we get to this place?   
I don’t know if much has changed in our society – other than the quick and all-
consuming media coverage.  Let’s be honest, human beings have always been a 
violent, suspicious and hateful species.  When we live out of our base, sinful 
selves – violence is nothing new.   
Dear Lord God, move within and grant us a new and whole heart. 
Orlando and Dallas were actions of hate.  Us against them.  ‘I’m right and you are 
wrong (by whatever sick way one justifies their definitions of ‘right’ and ‘wrong’).  
The ‘wrong’ must be killed; and it is my ‘right’?; ‘Call by God?’; ‘role?’ (you fill in 
the feeble ‘rational’), to eliminate the wrong.  Dangerous words that always end in 
violence.   
I, like you, have sat in front of the television with mouth wide open, in stunned 
disbelief, shock and horror.  And I cry for the plight of our nation, world and our 
species.  Our leaders (at least our true leaders) have shared the age old wisdom 
and truth that violence does not stop violence; it just begets more violence. 
The epidemic of officers shooting unarmed black civilians is equally tragic.  
Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich said what I have known for some 
time, that we as white Americans, cannot understand what it is like to be a black 
American.   
Yet, the same can be said that the average American (of any race) cannot know 
what it is like to be a police officer.  There was a TV station that put one of their 
reporters through two situations where an officer has to make a life or death 
decision.  In one case in a blink in the eye an officer  would have been shot dead 
before they could even react.  This happens more than we realize.  In another 
scenario, the reporter would have been justified in the use deadly force.  But, 
what the camera would show was an unarmed man being killed.  And the public 
could never understand the real danger the officer faced.  We can’t understand – 
every traffic stop, every response could be life threatening.   
Dear Lord, open our eyes to see the truth. 
Oh, such an elusive thing, especially when people don’t want to see the truth.  
When our humanity chooses to selfishly see only that which serves our own 
interests; when truth is bent to our own end – it ceases to be truth. 
Jesus you are the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father but by 
you. 
Please pray, pray and pray some more.  Pray for the families of all those who 
have lost loved ones.  Pray that the power of God’s love will become a greater 
force than evil and hatred.  Pray that the shock and horror of the past month will 
drive people to find the center, common ground and shared value of all people.  
Pray for the Lord’s protection and guidance: protection for those in great danger 
and guidance for our reaction and practice. 
      
 
 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
In Jesus’ Name ……………… Amen. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS, please 
call Joyce Dresbach (474-8966).  
You may also submit prayer requests 
through the website at 
www.trinitylutherancville.org.  Please 
be sure to let us know if we have 
permission to share the prayer re-
quest, we value your privacy. 
 

 

 

TWO WEEK CALENDAR: 

Wed. 13th  9:30AM Martha Circle 
   7:00PM Praise Team Rehearsal 
Thurs. 14th  9:30AM Dorcas Circle 
 Fri. 15th  7:30PM AA Meeting - N.H. 
Sat. 16th      9:00-3:00PM Council Retreat 
Sun. 17h  8:15AM Traditional Worship 
   9:25AM Christian Education for All Ages 
            10:30AM Contemporary Worship 
Mon. 18th    10:30AM Bible Study/Lunch Bunch 
   6:30PM Scout Troop 170 
Tues. 19th 1:00-1:30PM Tiger Reading Bus  
   5:30PM BY EX ED 
   6:30PM Outreach Team Meeting   
Wed. 20th    10:00-4:00 Red Cross Blood Drive 
   7:00PM Praise Team Rehearsal 
Thurs. 21st 9:45AM Free To Be & Do trip to Piqua 
Fri. 22nd    7:30PM AA Meeting 
Sat.     23rd 4:30PM Hedrick/Ormiston Wedding 
Sun. 24th   8:15AM Traditional Worship 
   9:25AM Christian Education for All Ages 
            10:30AM Contemporary Worship 
Mon. 25rd    10:30AM Bible Study/Lunch Bunch 
   6:30PM Scout Troop 170 
Tues. 26th    11:00AM Newsletter Folders 
  1:00-1:30PM Tiger Reading Bus 
   5:30PM BY EX ED 
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I apologize for being so slow in saying “thank 
you” to all the participants and helpers at the 
Armed Forces Recognition Dinner sponsored 
by the Couple’s Club in May.   
The main speaker, Walton Spangler, talked 
about his experiences during WWII. (very 
interesting)  Sarah Roush-Daniel with a 
couple of readings about military families, 
Verla Killenberger with her lively rousing 

piano playing, Dusty Seitz singing “God Bless The USA and Laura Bethel 
playing taps to close the program.  Thank you each and everyone for a job 
well done.  If you missed the evening, you missed a “Goody” including all 
the food. 
 
I also want to thank the Bereavement crew consisting of Joan, Kay, 
Shirley, Doris and Sharon for doing the luncheon for Doris Cloud’s family 
and friends.  Again, a job well done.  Thank you.  I guess I’ve done a 
pretty good job teaching.             Becky Roush 

 
 

The prayer of the  
righteous is powerful  
and effective.  James 5:16 

Mark Sandy 
Troy Valentine 
Scott Nusbaum 

Jim Davis 
Lorie McKean Allison 

Braelynn Lee 
Kailyn Ellison 
Phyllis Bailor 

Ed Jeffries 
Patty Bartholomew 

Pastor Kraus 
Angel & Scott Meadows 

Bruce Bell,  
John Beck 
Jamie Fultz 

Betty Beckman 
Janet & Curtis Fleisher 

Betty Heise 
Judy Taft 

Tom Brown 
John Prince 

Marilyn Jeffers 
  Joyce Kleingartner 

 Beulah Temple 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS, please 
call 474-3151.  You may also submit 
prayer requests through the website 
at www.trinitylutherancville.org.  
Please be sure to let us know if we 
have permission to share the prayer 
request, we value your privacy. 

PLEASE KEEP US INFORMED  
OF  THE HOSPITALIZED. 
Call the church office to report a 
hospitalization so that our pastor has 
the opportunity to minister to the sick 
of our parish.  Please don’t assume 
that we already know because we 
may not!  Thank you for your 
assistance.  

Please remember our featured 
shut-ins for July in your pray-
ers and possibly sending them 
a ‘thinking of you’ card:  

Paul & Jean Speakman 
25808 Jackson Road 

Circleville, Ohio 43113-9442 
 

Vera & Kelly Steinhauser 
20109 Fox Road 

Circleville, Ohio 43113 

   CORRECTION! 

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 

       Merlyn & Carolyn Seitz June 17th - 49 years 

        Paul & Marilyn Young  July 9th -     55 years 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
 Council Minutes - May 10, 2016 

 
Members Present:  Jim River, Bob Perkins, Dan Rhoades, Mark Ruff, Doris Young, ,  Patty Truex, Pam 
Buskirk, Dennis Bothel, Mike Williams, Gary Montgomery, Marisha Eveland, Judy Manes 
 
Staff:  Pastor Kraus. 
 
Members Excused:  Dusty Seitz, Jeri Hartley, Ryan Trapp 
 
Patty Truex opened the meeting at 6:07 pm. 
 
Pastor Kraus opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Dennis Bothel gave the report.  Judy Manes made the motion to accept the report and 
Bob Perkins seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Marisha Eveland provided the report.  She reported that giving is up for the year.  She 
and Patty are looking at cleaning up some of the “old” pass through accounts.  The term “old” refers to ac-
counts with no activity for more than six years. 
Pam Buskirk made a motion to accept and Gary Montgomery seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Pastor’s Report:   
Pastor Kraus reported that Preschool Sunday (April 24

th
) and the 12:15 First Sunday service was well at-

tended especially the Pre School Sunday.  Council retreat is to be held on Saturday July 16 from 9 am to 3 
pm at the Proctor Center in London.  The new church directory (paper version) is almost complete.  Synod 
Assembly will be Saturday June 4 and John Prince and Helen Ruff will be attending for our congregation.  
Adult Class on Comparative Religions is continuing with great conversations. 
 
Doris Young made the motion and Dan Rhoades seconded to accept Riley Minor, Darby Minor, Sydney 
Sharp, and Madalyn Fausnaugh into membership into the church through Affirmation of Baptism at the 
combined service on May 22 at 9:30 am.  Motion passed. 
 
OUTREACH:   
 Calling people to supply items for Father’s Day bake Sale on June 19. The proceeds from the sale 

would be donated to the Hands for the Disabled.  
 August 6, 2016 is Give Away Day. 
 The team is moving the shoe collection to a later date next year to avoid confusion with other projects. 
 
STEWARDSHIP:  
 No meeting in April.  However, the Community Picnic is going to be held on August 20.  The vision for 

this picnic is to have more churches become active in this event and to block off Mound Street for a 
huge block party. 
 

PROPERTY:   
 Signs for playground and biblical garden are installed. 
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EDUCATION:   
 Vacation Bible School is coming in June.  
 Shelter House at Mary Virginia Crites Hannan Park has been booked for Rally Day.  This year Rally 

Day is going to be on September 18
 
which is the third Sunday in the month. 

 
WORSHIP:   
 Getting ready for the Affirmation of Baptism service.   
  One Call Now program will be up and going soon maybe by the end of the month. 
 
CONGREGATION LIFE:  
 After the combined service on May 2nd there will be a catered breakfast. 
 Senior Appreciation Dinner will be held in August. 
 July 31st will be the next combined service. 
 
ADMINISTRATION: 
 May 22

nd
 at noon the Neighborhood Ministry Team  will be planting their Community Garden. 

 An update on the four goals set forth from last year’s retreat was presented.   
 An Ad hoc group looking at the youth/young adult ministry is meeting. 
 There are 75 students enrolled in the preschool this year.  Reaching out to inactive members is be-

ing worked on by the Congregational Care Team. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
  The church received a thank you note from Nate and Kate Dreisbach. 
  Family Mission Week is going to be July 31st through August 2nd. 
  Council reorganization will be on June 1st with a light dinner prepared by Patty Truex to be at 

6:30PM and the meeting starting at 7:00PM. 
 The will of Marvene Koch has been received by the church. 
 Nancy Harrow stated that some of the pre-school kids don’t have their own Bibles.  Mike Williams 

made the motion to buy each of the preschool kids for this year a Bible out of the Church Memorial 
fund.  Mark Ruff seconded and the motioned passed. 

 
Patty Truex closed in the meeting in prayer. 
 
Meeting dismissed at 7:30pm 
 
Submitted by,  Dennis Bothel, Council Secretary   

 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

 Council Minutes - June 1, 2016 
 

Members Present:  Jim River, Doris Young, Patty Truex, Mark Ruff, Dusty Seitz, Pam Buskirk, Dennis 
Bothel, Kim Manson, Gary Montgomery, Tammy Hughes, Jeri Hartley, Gwen Minor 
 
Staff:  Pastor Kraus. 
 
Members Excused:  Bob Perkins, Marisha Eveland, Ryan Trapp.  

 
Patty Truex opened the reorganization of Church Council with a reflection of her past year as President 
of Council. 
 
Pastor Kraus led the new council in prayer. 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
 Council Minutes - June 1, 2016  CONTINUED 

 
Pastor’s  Report:  Pastor presented each Council member with a handbook detailing things that each 
council member needs to know about being on Council. 
 
He talked about the council retreat to be held on Saturday July 16 from 9:00AM  to 3:00PM at the 
Proctor Center in London. 
 
The Steven’s Ministry has been put on hold due to the excess time needed for training to make the 
ministry successful. 
 
No Treasurer’s Report 
 
The council then had an overview from each of the six ministerial teams which meet regularly through-
out the year as well as an introduction to the six which meet occasionally through the year. 
 
EDUCATION:   
  Rally Dally is Sunday, September 18 at Mary Virginia Hannan Crites Park. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE: 
 The catered meal after the service on Confirmation Sunday was well received.  The retiring offering 

helped cover some of the cost. 
 
OUTREACH: 
 June 19

th
 was the Father’s Day Pie Sale.  The proceeds from the sale will be going to the Hands 

for the Disabled. 
 The team had an excess of $459.44 in their budget.  They decided that $400 of it would be going to 

World Hunger project and the rest ($59.44) would be going to the Emergency Clearinghouse. 
 Saturday August 6 is Give away Day. 
 
PROPERTY: 
 The new co-chairs of the team will be Mike Williams and Todd Ruff. 
 A humidifier is going to be purchased and placed in the furnace room. 
 
STEWARDSHIP:  
 Community Picnic is to be held on August 20

th
 from 11:00AM to 3:00PM. 

 
WORSHIP: 
 200 people attended the joint service on Confirmation Sunday. 
 High School and College Recognition Sunday was held in June. 
 
MUTUAL MINISTRY AND CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM MINISTRIES were organized due to 
the points which were made from last year’s task force recommendations.  The task force was formed 
to draw up suggestions which came out of the Listening Post which occurred two years ago. 
 
The new ministry is the NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRY which planted a community garden which is lo-
cated in the back of the church.  The garden will be attended by the kids from the Neighborhood Minis-
try. 
 
The Council will meet on the second Tuesday of each month starting in August at 7:00PM. 
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Kim Manson made a motion and Gary Montgomery seconded the motion to re-elect Jim River to be 
member at large.  The member at large is part of the administrative team.  Motion passed 
 
Doris Young made a motion and Pam Buskirk seconded the motion to re-elect Dennis Bothel as the Sec-
retary of Council.  Motion passed. 
 
Council will be installed at the combined service on July 31

 
at 9:30AM. 

 
Jeri Hartley had final devotions. 
 
Submitted,  Dennis Bothel, Council Secretary 

What fun and inspiration we had at HMS Trinity day camp recently! 
This is a thank you to all the volunteers and 
the families of the students who made this day 
"Fishing for God's Friends" part of their sum-
mer. Our walking trip included stops at Lind-
sey's Bake Shop where kids made their own 
thumbprint cookies and at Creative Chaos 
where owner, Angela, instructed the day 

campers on the creation of a book-
mark. We extend our appreciation to 
these two downtown businesses. Both 
donated their services and materials. 
We live in a great community! 
 
Students learned about Jonah, the 
miracles of Jesus, and how to be fish-
ers of men. Each received a Bible, a 
tackle box filled with goodies, and 
many crafts to take home. We en-
joyed meals, song, and snacks and 
shared prayer. Our day also included 

outdoor games led by Miles, Kyler, and Tucker, members of Boy 
Scout Troop 170 ( another blessing of our community!).  We spent 
time in many parts of Trinity-the sanctuary, the parlor, the choir loft, 
the Biblical garden, the Upper Room, and Noecker Hall.  
 
To the twenty one students, you each are important to God and to 
us!  You are always welcome at Trinity! See you soon! 
 
The staff of HMS Trinity 
 
Patty Truex 
 

Thank you, Trinity Lutheran Church:  On behalf of the Pickaway County Hands for Disabled I would like to thank you for your contribu-
tion of $600.00.  Your financial support helps us to continue in our mission to assist those in our community.   
 
The generous support of churches like yours make it possible for our organization to exist and  makes our county a great place to live. 
 
Thank you so much for supporting us.  Please thank all the pie bakers for us! 
May God Richly Bless You.     Donna Ferguson 
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Free to Be and Do The July outing will be Thursday, July 21 to the Johnston Farm and 
Indian Agency in Piqua, Ohio.  We will gather at 9:45 a.m. and carpool to Piqua. There 
we will have a picnic lunch, ride a canal boat, tour the restored Johnston Farm house 
and learn of the life in the early 1800's and see the largest barn in Ohio. The museum 
traces the story of early canals and woodland native Americans. This was the area of the 
war of 1812 and served as an Indian Agency.  Cost is $9.00 per person; $8.00 for 
seniors and $4.00 for children. Picnic lunches are available for purchase or you can bring 
your own.  Sign up at the involvement center with a phone number and Carolyn Seitz will 
let you know lunch details. This is an interesting and historical place.  

 

COMBINED  WORSHIP SERVICE - July 31, 2016 - Come and join in on 
this special Sunday worship service.  We combine both Sunday worship 
times for us to gather as one congregation to offer up our praise and 
thanksgiving to our Lord.  Our worship will be a true combination of the 

8:15 and the 10:30 worship styles.  This is a singular opportunity for Trinity to worship together.   

 

FAMILY MISSION DAYS     JULY 31 - AUGUST 2ND  

We will be having 3 family mission days on July 31, August 1st, 2nd.  We will meet at the 
church at 5:00PM in Noecker Hall, have a light meal then head out to the wood pantry 
and homes of church members and community members who are unable to complete 

projects by themselves.  All ages are welcome and we will have jobs for everyone.  This is a great 
experience for young members of our church to see how we can positively effect the community.  No 
specific tools or experience is required as there is plenty of work for every skill level.  If you know of a 
church member in need please feel free to contact me at 740-407-4650 or mmeveland@gmail.com. 

 

GIVEAWAY DAY Saturday, August 6th from 8:00AM to l:00PM    The Outreach 
Team would like to invite you to donate items (household, furniture, decorative, tools, 
electronics) to others in need by donating to our annual Giveaway Day.  Items will be 
received at the church Monday through Wednesday, August 1-3 from 9:00AM-1:00PM; 
Thursday and Friday, August 4th & 5th from 9:00AM-4:00PM and Tuesday and 
Thursday evening from 6:30PM-   8:30PM.  The Outreach Team would be happy to 

receive extra help during the evening or daytime hours.   Please come and give a helping hand.  Please 
call Joann VanBuskirk 740-474-6963 or Lois Melvin 740-474-2388 if you have items to donate that need 
picked up. 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS Sunday, August 14 

Blessing of the Backpacks will take place during the Children’s Moment at both 
worship services.  Children are encouraged to bring their backpacks on this date. 

 

 

COMMUNITY PICNIC  Saturday, August 20th from 11:00AM - 3:00PM.  Delicious 
picnic  food will be provided along with numerous activities for children and adults. 
Come and enjoy food, music, fun and fellowship as we share this time to bless the 
community. 

mailto:mmeveland@gmail.com
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AUGUST 7TH -  TRADITIONAL SERVICE WORSHIP -  Join us at 12:15PM - Invite 
your friends to join you. 
 
 

 
RALLY DAY - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH , 10:30AM - MVCH PARK 
Plan on joining us at Mary Virginia Crites Hannan Park for worship at 
10:30AM.  Trinity’s Preschool families and staff will be joining us as we enjoy 
songs by the Preschool children.  The worship service will be followed by a 
picnic lunch. The Education Team will be supplying the meat, beverages and 
table service. Please bring a covered dish or two to share and lawn chairs. If 

you attend traditional worship, please plan on joining us for the picnic lunch at 11:30AM.  

COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE!  The garden is growing and starting to 
produce some tomatoes.  Although we did lose a few plants.  Mark 

 EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 
 BY KYLER SICKLES 

 BOY SCOUT TROOP #170 
 PROJECT:  TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - STORAGE ROOM  - ESTIMATED COST:  $1,500.00 
  
Project will consist of the following:  Remove everything from the storage room; fix damaged area and 
level the floor of the storage room; paint the walls with semi-gloss paint; install maroon ways coating 48” 

high around the room; steam clean and wax the floor of the storage room;  install heavy duty metal shelves that can hold 5,000 
lbs.; install clear totes and labels; return all original items to the storage room. 
 
DONATIONS ARE APPRECIATED FOR THE PROJECT - PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - EAGLE 
SCOUT PROJECT  
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DATE GREETERS USHERS  

serve all month 

LECTOR ASSISTING  
MINISTER 

CRUCIFER ACOLYTE COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT 

 7/17 Jim & Joanne   

Minor 

 Bob & Linda 

Cochrun 

Annie Williams      Chris Spring  Olivia Fausnaugh   Madalyn Fausnaugh   Linda Cochrun 

Theresa Kerns 

 7/24 Bob & Linda 

Cochrun    

 Mike Williams 

Shirley Thompson 

 Doris Young Lynne Svetek       Grant Hill  Blayton Reid Londa Wright 

7/31 See Below  See Below See Below Ellie Hill Nathan Chapman  

SERVING IN JULYSERVING IN JULYSERVING IN JULY   
SERVING:  Traditional Service 8:15AM 

        

DATE COMMUNION 

PREPARER 

REFRESHMENTS NURSERY 

8:15am 

NURSERY 

9:25am 

NURSERY 

10:30am 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

BLOOD  

PRESSURE  

 7/17  Serve all month 

Pat Meyer 

  

Annie Williams 

James & Christina 
Chapman 

 Barbara Crist Melinda Thatcher  SERVE ALL 

MONTH    

 July 24th 

Tina Holtz 

 7/24  JoAnn Schlegler Karen Ewing    Tina Holtz Valeria Trapp Mary Williams  Linda Steven-
son 

7/31  Tina Holtz Nedra Betts Kim Manson Heather Sheskey   

ALSO SERVING: 

       

DATE GREETERS USHERS 

 

LECTOR ASSISTING   

MINISTER 

EASY WORSHIP 

 

COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT 

7/17    Paul & Norma Marshall   Diana Valone &  

Tina Holtz 

 Carolyn Seitz Ted Wyant   Marci Wippel  serve all month 

7/24    Speakman Family    Roger Wolfe  
Charley Gerhardt 

 Sam Shapiro  Doris Young  Brad & Donna 
Thompson    

7/31       

SERVING: Contemporary Service  10:30AM 

JULY 31ST -COMBINED SERVICE SERVERS: 

Greeters:    Youth & Matthew Fuhrhop  Ushers:  Jan Hatfield & Becky Roush 

Lector:      Pat Beathard    Assisting Minister:   Patty Truex 

Crucifer: Ellie Hill     Acolyte:  Nathan Chapman 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

Traditional Worship:  8:15AM 
Education Hour:  9:25-10:15AM 

Contemporary Worship: 10:30AM 
1st Sunday of the month  Traditional 

Worship at 12:15PM 

 

 
Senior Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Gerhard W. Kraus         
cell:  513 293-4841    prgerhard@earthlink.net 
Preschool Director:  Nancy Harrow   

Children & Family Director:  Marisha Eveland 

Youth & Family Director:  Tim Stevenson 

Contemporary Worship Director:  Liz Young 

Organ/Keyboard:  Diane Smith and Liz Young 

Choir and Hand Bells Director:  Larry Jeffers Jr. 

Choir Accompanist: Erin Debo 

Administrative Associate: Billie Norris 
 

E-mail:  roundtownlutheran@yahoo.com  
Church Phone:  740-474-3151    Fax:  740-474-4268   
Preschool Phone:  740-474-9870   

Web Site: www.trinitylutherancville.org 

 
ATTENDANCE STATISTICS  

 
 

SUNDAY, July 3rd 
Worship 8:15AM (91)  10:30AM (106)   12:15PM (11)  

 TOTAL:   208 
 

SUNDAY, July 10th  
Worship: 8:15AM  (77) 10:30AM (92)   TOTAL: 169  

 
 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church:  Thank you for the 

gift card, you made my day!  

 Austin J. Gammell 

 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church:  Thank you for the gift card and 

thinking of me while I am at school. 

Emily Hughes 

           In Memory of: 

     Michael Speakman 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Strawser Sr 
Beverly Hoffman 
Patricia Morris 

A NOTE FROM THE BISHOP 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Last week, there was more tragic news of violence and 
lives taken. This news has impacted the daily lives of 
many in this church and in the neighborhoods where 
we serve. 
 
Please join us in prayer.  
 
Praying and lamenting the ongoing violence in our 
world and across our country. 
 
Praying and lamenting the loss of lives due to gun vio-
lence and racism. 
 
Praying and lamenting for the needs of the whole hu-
man family. 
 
Please join us.  
 
In the days ahead, we must consider how we might 
join together, and with ecumenical partners, to disman-
tle systems and structures that perpetuate hatred and 
violence in church and society. 
 
But in this moment, our calling is to a ministry of pres-
ence. A ministry of “showing up” with each other and 
especially with the members of our congregations and 
the people in our communities.  
God's peace, 
 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 


